Unit 8 Vocabulary – World History


1. United Nations - An international peacekeeping organization founded in 1945 to provide security to the nations of the world. 
2. Marshall Plan - A U.S. program of economic aid to European countries to help them rebuild after World War II
3. Containment - A U.S. foreign policy adopted by President Harry Truman in the late 1940s, in which the United States tried to stop the spread of communism by creating alliances and helping weak countries to resist Soviet advances
4. Cold War - The state of diplomatic hostility between the United States and the Soviet Union in the decades following World War II.
5. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) – a defensive military alliance formed in 1949 by ten Western European nations, the United States, and Canada.
6. Warsaw Pact - A military alliance formed in 1955 by the Soviet Union and seven Eastern European 

7. Domino Theory - The idea that if a nation falls under Communist control, nearby nations will also fall under Communist control. 
8. terrorism - The use of force or threats to frighten people or governments to change their policies.
9. Cultural Revolution - A 1966-1976 uprising in China led by the Red Guards, with the goal of establishing a society of peasants and workers in which all were equal.
10. Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) – a series of meetings in the 1970s, in which leaders of the United States and the Soviet Union agreed to limit their nations’ stocks of nuclear weapons. 
11.  Civil Disobedience – (aka—passive resistance) A deliberate and public refusal to obey a law considered unjust. (Made famous by Gandhi in his nationalist revolts against the British)
12.  Long March – A 6,000 mile journey made in 1934-1935 by Chinese Communists (under the leadership of Mao Zedong) fleeing from Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist forces
13.  partition - A division into parts, like the 1947 division of the British colony of India into the nations of India and Pakistan.
14.  Pan Arabism - Nationalist notion of cultural and political unity among Arab countries that led to the independence of most Arab states from the Ottoman Empire (1918) and from the European powers (by the mid-20th century). 
15.  Camp David Accords - The first signed agreement between Israel and an Arab country, in which Egyptian president Anwar Sadat recognized Israel as a legitimate state and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin agreed to return the Sinai Peninsula to Egypt. 
16. Apartheid - A South African policy of complete legal separation of the races, including the banning of all social contacts between blacks and whites. 
17. Pan Africanism - A movement, founded around 1900, to secure equal rights, self-government, independence, and unity for African peoples. It encouraged self-awareness on the part of Africans by encouraging the study of their history and culture.
18.  Glasnost - A Soviet policy of openness to the free flow of ideas and information, introduced in 1985 by Mikhail Gorbachev.
19. Perestroika - A restructuring of the Soviet economy to permit more local decision making, begun by Mikhail Gorbachev in 1985. 
20. Tiananmen Square - A huge public space in Beijing, China; in 1989, the site of a student uprising in support of democratic reforms. 
21. Zionism - an international movement originally for the establishment of a Jewish national or religious community in Palestine and later for the support of modern Israel
22.  Sputnik - First Soviet satellite in space which launched the space race.
23.  Iron Curtain - Winston Churchill’s term for the expansion of Communist control over Eastern Europe. 
24. Berlin Airlift - Supply of West Berlin by American and British planes during a Soviet blockade in 1948-1949. 
25. Truman Doctrine - A 1947 statement by U.S. President Truman that pledged aid to any nation resisting communism.
